
Implementing Web Fonts
performance & progressive enhancement
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53%
of all users will leave in 

3s
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    <script src="js/vendor/fontfaceobserver.js"></script> 
    <script type="text/javascript"> 
    (function() { 
     document.documentElement.className += " wf-inactive";  
    
     // Optimization for Repeat Views 
     if( sessionStorage.foutFontsLoaded ) { 
      document.documentElement.classList.remove("wf-inactive"); 
      document.documentElement.classList.add("wf-active"); 
      return; 
     } 
    
     var fontA = new FontFaceObserver("Amstelvar 1.1 VF", { 
      }); 
    
     Promise.all([fontA.load()]).then(function () { 
      document.documentElement.classList.remove("wf-inactive"); 
      document.documentElement.classList.add("wf-active"); 
    
      // Optimization for Repeat Views 
      sessionStorage.foutFontsLoaded = true; 
     }); 
    })(); 
   </script>
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font-family: 'Amstelvar 1.1 VF', Georgia, serif;
font-weight: 563;
font-stretch: 491;
font-variation-settings: 'wght' 563,'wdth' 491,'opsz' 16;
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h1 { 
  

}

font-family: 'Amstelvar 1.1 VF', Georgia, serif;
font-weight: 563;
font-stretch: 491;
font-variation-settings: 'wght' 563,'wdth' 491,'opsz' 16;

font-family: Georgia, serif;
font-weight: bold;
font-stretch: normal;
letter-spacing: 1px;



Progressively enhance



• Support for @font-face is more likely than JS

Progressively enhance



• Support for @font-face is more likely than JS

• Better stance: tune for loading process

Progressively enhance



• Support for @font-face is more likely than JS

• Better stance: tune for loading process

• This helps address devices with no @font-face support too!

Progressively enhance



• Support for @font-face is more likely than JS

• Better stance: tune for loading process

• This helps address devices with no @font-face support too!

• Works without requiring JS, but gets better when it’s there

Progressively enhance



Proportion: one size  
won’t rule them all
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• Stuck a nerve in the  
web community

• Showed a gap in RWD thinking 
& approach

• Changed the whole focus of 
my book

Proportion: a measure of improvement

http://bit.ly/jprwt
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A More Modern Scale

http://bit.ly/jprwt



• Design is about communicating ideas &  
influencing behavior 

• Use scale as a starting point & tweak for specific typefaces & 
usage scenarios 

• Much like the grid: this is not religion, it’s just a start

Preserve Meaning, Not Pixel Size



Time to code!


