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ead a total stranger to think my own thought. It 1s sheer magic that | should be able to holc
a one-sided conversation by means of black marks on paper with an unknown person halt-
way across the world. Talking, broadcasting, writing, and printing are all quite literally
forms of thought transference, and it is the ability and eagerness to transter and receive the
contents of the mind that is almost alone responsible for human civilization.

If you agree with this, you will agree with my one main

idea, i.e. that the most important thing about printing is Type We]] used

that it conveys thought, ideas, images, from one mind to

other minds. This statement is what you might call the
front door of the science of typography. Within lie hun- IS ln M I Sl e

dreds of rooms; but unless you start by assuming that

printing is meant to convey specific and coherent ideas, aS t e
it is very easy to find yourselt in the wrong yp
house altogether.

Betore asking what this statement leads to, let us see what it does not necessarily lead to. If
books are printed in order to be read, we must distinguish readability from what the opti-
cian would call legibility. A page set in 14-pt Bold Sans is, according to the laboratory tests,
more ‘legible’ than one set in 11-pt Baskerville. A public speaker is more ‘audible’ in that
sense when he bellows. But a good speaking voice is one which is inaudible as a voice. It is
the transparent goblet again! I need not warn you that it you begin listening to the inflec-
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Variable Font Demo

The world's best blog post

The current state of design on the web is stalled. We made a huge leap forward with the
widespread availability of web fonts starting in 2009, and then were confronted with
the advent of responsive design just a year or two later. While many interesting things
have come from that evolution, we've also struggled with coming to grips with the
complexity of designing for infinite screen sizes whilst being equally concerned with
performance. Contending with ever-shortening attention spans (

Google research gives you about 3 seconds before you lose half your audience) we've

had to constrain our typographic systems to just a few fonts to keep the impact on load Num . f//eg (A //ed

time to a minimum. fOf th@ teXt Of] th/g Dage

\ »

These constraints have forced us as designers to make compromises when considering
type size, line length, and overall visual hierarchy and differentiation. Considering things
like a narrower font on smaller screens to achieve a slightly longer line length without
sacrificing size. Or utilizing ultra-thin or ultra-heavy weights for added emphasis and
variety of expression—all luxuries we can’t embrace due to the burden it would place on
site visitors—oparticularlvy those on shakyv wireless connections.
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The current state of design on the web is stalled. We made a huge leap forward with the
widespread availability of web fonts starting in 2009, and then were confronted with
the advent of responsive design just a year or two later. While many interesting things
have come from that evolution, we've also struggled with coming to grips with the
complexity of designing for infinite screen sizes whilst being equally concerned with
performance. Contending with ever-shortening attention spans (

Google research gives you about 3 seconds before you lose half your audience) we've

had to constrain our typographic systems to just a few fonts to keep the impact on load
time to a minimum.
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Take a trip down from the edge. Most
day-hikers stop at the plateaus just
short way down from the South Rim.
Follow our tips to help push past the
usual stopping points and really ex-
plore what the Grand

Canyon has to offer.

Our intrepid field editors go through
the gear, the grub, and the plan to help
you get the most out of your trek.

Also in this issue

Dream vacation or daycare disaster:
woman unable to stand while being
overed hy inquisitive haby pandas
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