
Responsive Typography
what it is & why it’s important
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• Performance: select fonts with care, load what you need & don’t 
block the page render

• Progressive: plan for failure, tune up the loading process & fallback 
fonts to minimize FOUT

• Proportion: small screens demand subtle scale

• Polish: Design IS the details: OpenType & then some
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• Great typography isn’t ‘I used all of them’

• Load only what you need 
 
 

• Each font has a performance cost, so budget wisely
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Progressive Performance
<link rel="stylesheet" href="css/webfonts.css"> 
<script type="text/javascript"> 
(function() { 
document.documentElement.className += " wf-inactive";   
 // Optimization for Repeat Views 
if( sessionStorage.foutFontsLoaded ) { 
document.documentElement.classList.remove("wf-inactive"); 
document.documentElement.classList.add("wf-active"); 
return; 

} 
var fontA = new FontFaceObserver('Roslindale VF', { 
weight: 400, 
style: 'normal' 

}); 
var fontB = new FontFaceObserver('FF Meta VF', { 
weight: 400, 
style: 'normal' 

}); 
Promise.all([fontA.load(), fontB.load()]).then(function () { 
document.documentElement.classList.remove("wf-inactive"); 
document.documentElement.classList.add("wf-active"); 
// Optimization for Repeat Views 
sessionStorage.foutFontsLoaded = true; 

}); 



Backwards Compatible, Future Friendly
<link rel="stylesheet" href="css/webfonts.css">
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• Use these: .wf-inactive / .wf-active

• This CSS results in a blank screen during load: 

• Add this & give them content, then fonts: 

• Adjust font-size, line-height, letter-spacing to avoid jumpiness 

• Making it easy since 2010

FOUT is OUR fault

body { font-family: “Trade Gothic”, helvetica, arial; } 

.wf-inactive body { font-family: helvetica, arial; } 
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Progressively Enhance

Web fonts loaded
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• Small canvas requires  
subtle proportions

• What works in print…  
works in print

• Robert Bringhurst matters, but 
scale must adapt

Desktop geese & handheld gander

http://bit.ly/jprwt
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Polish: don’t leave orphans behind
• Typogrify FTW:  

http://bit.ly/rt-tpgrfy 
http://bit.ly/drupaltypogrify  
http://bit.ly/rt-tpgrfy-ee  
http://bit.ly/rt-tpgrfy-wp

• Also try Widowtamer for JS  
drop-in solution: 
http://bit.ly/rt-widotamer

• Seems small, but has oversized impact to user & editor

http://bit.ly/rt-tpgrfy
http://bit.ly/drupaltypogrify
http://bit.ly/rt-tpgrfy-ee
http://bit.ly/rt-tpgrfy-wp
http://bit.ly/rt-widotamer
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• Use max-width on elements to keep text readable  
  @media (min-width: 58em) {  
   p { max-width: 38em; } 
 }

• CSS3 brings character counts, but not universal  
(vw & vh, ch & cx)

• EMs or REMs, but no PX

• Don’t forget: use real content!  
Because Lorem Ipsum is a poser

Miscellany


